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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Selectmen Informational Session 
Meeting of February 16, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
An informational session of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday February 16, 2021 at 6:30pm. Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom. 
 
With the resignation of two selectmen on January 19, 2021, the board has a solitary selectman and no quorum as of this date. 
Please be advised that this open meeting is being broadcast live via Zoom and recorded for playback on-line, video on-demand 
viewing at hwcam.org. All participants wishing to speak during Public Comments must indicate so in the Zoom meeting chat.   
The Board of Selectmen serve as the chief executive body of the Town. The board's duties include in part appointing the Town 
Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals and policies, preparing the town report, the annual 
budget, and presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm in Town Hall.  The BOS meetings are posted on the Town calendar. The Town has a three-member Board of 
Selectmen elected for three-year terms with one seat up for election each year. The Selectmen have a representative on the 
Veterans Committee, Iron Rail Commission, and Affordable Housing Trust.  Mr. Cheeseman is BOS representative on the 
Audit Committee.  Selectmen: Gary Cheeseman (2023) Open Seat (2021); Open Seat (2022) 
 
At 6:30 pm Mr. Cheeseman welcomed everyone to the Board of Selectman informational session. 
Present: Selectman Gary Cheeseman, Chair & Clerk; Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan Director of 
Administrative Services; Nicci Roebuck Executive Assistant Town Administrator Office; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Mr. Cheeseman extended condolences from the Town to the family of Dana Bagnell who passed away on February 11, 2020. 
Mr. Bagnell was a Veteran of the US Army. He served the town for many years on the Cemetery Commission, the Historic 
District Commission, and worked on many projects for the Wenham Village Improvement Society. He was a wealth of 
information and will be sorely missed.   
 
Public Input- Public input is limited to a total of 10 minutes.  Each resident will be allowed 2 minutes which will allow for five total residents to 
speak.  There was none. 
 
Announcements – Additional information is on the town’s web site.  
Mr. Younger made the following announcements: 
• The Master Plan Informational Session is Thursday, February 25, 6:30pm hosted by the Planning Board via Zoom.  This is 

open to the public; all residents and interested parties were encouraged to attend.  
• Virtual Information Sessions Regarding MBTA Service Changes will be held at 6 pm on Wednesday, February 17 and 

February 24.  The MBTA is implementing service changes due to lower ridership caused by the pandemic. Schedule changes 
on the bus network and subway system will begin March 14 and changes to the commuter rail schedule will begin April 5.  
The MBTA is hosting virtual public meetings on February 17 and 24 at 6pm.  

 
Reports  
• Town Administrator – Thomas Younger 
o Mr. Younger reviewed his upcoming meeting schedule for the week.   
o The Town continues collaborative efforts for IT services with the MAPC including the towns of Danvers, Essex, 

Manchester By the Sea, Middleton, Topsfield, and Hamilton. A draft agreement is anticipated to be ready for review and 
approval by the new Select Board in May. 

o The Government Study Committee (3to5) held their first meeting and will continue to meet on Thursdays going forward 
through town meeting.  

o The outstanding rental issues at Iron Rail continue to be monitored by the Town Administrator’s office and Finance 
Committee.  

o State budget – The Governor’s budget has been filed. The House Ways & Means is anticipated to act and submit their 
budget the week of April 12.  Mr. Younger will provide the updates on the budget at that time i.e. school aid and 
unrestricted general aid. 

o Wenham’s Cutest Dog contest was February 8-15. Mr. Younger noted that 272 votes were cast. The five dogs with the most 
votes were announced; Dexter Killam took first place.  The top 12 dogs will be in the Cutest Dogs of Wenham calendar.   

 
• Chairman – Gary Cheeseman  
Mr. Cheeseman reiterated the importance for residents to attend (via Zoom) the Planning Board’s Master Plan informational 
session on February 25.  
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o Election Schedule - An Intention to Run must be submitted before picking up nomination papers at the Town Clerk’s office. 
Additional information is on the Town’s website. 

 The Special Town Election is Thursday April 8 at Town Hall to fill the term of one Selectman – (1 year) through 2022 and 
the Town Clerk (2 years) through 2023. 

Special Election nomination papers are available now at the Town Clerk’s office by appointment and must be turned into the 
Town Clerk’s office by this Thursday February 18, with a minimum of 21 signatures.   
 
 The Annual Town Election is Thursday May 6 – (Location to be determined) 
Mr. Cheeseman listed the open seats to be elected on May 6; additional information can be found on the town’s web site.   
This includes the open Selectman 3-year term position and the Board of Assessors; Board of Health; Library Board of Trustees; 
Town Moderator; Planning Board; Water Commissioner; Wenham Housing Authority; HW School Committee.   
Nomination papers are available now at the Town Clerk’s office by appointment and must be turned into the Town Clerk’s 
office by March 18 with a minimum of 21 signatures.  
School Committee nomination papers are available at the District office.  A minimum of 40 signatures are needed. 
 
•  Public Request for Budget Item Presentation  
Mr. Cheeseman encouraged the public to submit requests for a presentation during future BOS session on any budget item. 
 
•  Invitation for Citizen Petition Review Prior to Filing  
Mr. Cheeseman extended an invitation for citizen petitioners to submit draft petitions for review by Town Counsel to assure the 
format and context meets the standards, prior to filing for town meeting.  This has been successfully done in the past.  
 
• COVID-19 Update: Maribeth Ting, Public Health Nurse  
o Current Covid-19 Case Count - Ms. Ting reported the Town has 228 confirmed (accumulative) cases and 15 probable cases. 
There is some concern the numbers will rise with travel during school vacation this week. Ms. Ting also voiced her concern with 
new Covid variants now in Massachusetts.  Residents were reminded to follow Covid preventive guidelines and stressed the 
importance that residents continue to be vigilant and wash their hands, physical distance, and wear face coverings etc.  
o Local Vaccination Distribution Update – To date 254 vaccines have been distributed in Wenham to residents. 
Ms. Ting recognized Jackie Bresnahan and the Town of Hamilton, who in conjunction with Connelly’s pharmacy held a 
successful vaccine clinic at the Recreation Center; 150 Wenham residents were vaccinated. All doses from the state have been 
administered.  A few homebound residents were vaccinated in their home with the assistance of the fire department.  
A robo call will be made to announce when the town receives additional doses and clinics are ready to schedule appointments.  
o Testing Update - Covid testing for residents who have symptoms or exposed to Covid may be tested at no cost on February 

20 & 27 at the Middle School, Bay Road Hamilton.  Those needing a test related to travel will be charged $85. 
 
Department Update: Finance Department, Yeimi Colon, Finance Director/Town Accountant  
Ms. Colon recently joined the Town as Finance Director/ Town Accountant in the fall of 2020. Ms. Colon gave a brief update 
on the status of the Finance Department noting the third quarter real estate bills were due February 1; there are few delinquent 
payments.    The Finance Department is responsible for processing bills, and payroll.  This is a small 3-person office and the 
staff is cross training where permittable, and reviewing and updating office procedures and financial policies.  
The Finance Director continues to work with the Finance Committee on the preparation of the FY22 budget and presentation 
to Town Meeting.  
Mr. Cheeseman added that the Hamilton and Wenham Select Boards and both Finance Committees met with the School 
Committee regarding the FY22 budget and to coordinate on joint programs and long-range planning and capital expenses. 
 
New Business 
• Opening of May 1, 2021 Annual Town Meeting Warrant to be Closed March 23, 2021  
Mr. Cheeseman declared the 2021 Annual Town Meeting Warrant to be open on this date February 17, 2021.  The Warrant will 
be closed on March 23, 2021. The goal is for the warrant to go to print that week. 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
With snow in the forecast the DPW was recognized for their work to keep the streets clear of snow and ice. 
• Next Selectman informational session is February 24. 
• The session ended at 6:54 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
2.17.21 


